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• The President’s FY 2016 budget seeks to strengthen and 

make targeted investments in child welfare programs.  

Proposals address initiatives from prevention to 

permanency. 

Together, these proposals will:

• Provide grants to Improve the investigation of child 

abuse and neglect reports;

• Invest in evidence-based prevention and post-

permanency supports for children at imminent risk of 

entering foster care;
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• Expand the service array in rural areas to better meet 

the needs of children and families in child welfare;

• Encourage greater use of family-based care for 

children and youth in or at risk of congregate care 

placements

• Reduce use of psychotropic medications among 

children and youth in foster care;
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• Extend Chafee supports up to age 23;

• Provide grants to prevent youth in foster care from 

becoming victims of sex trafficking and provide better 

services to young people who have been victims of 

trafficking;

• Assist  tribes to build capacity and strengthen their 

child welfare programs;

FY 2016 CHILD WELFARE 
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Prevention & Permanency

Increase Funding for CAPTA Discretionary Grants to Improve 

Child Abuse and Neglect Investigations

• Increase CAPTA funding by $5 million annually to provide 

competitive grants to states and localities and to implement and 

evaluate improved practices in the investigation of child abuse 

and neglect.   
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Prevention & Permanency 

• Amend title IV-E  to allow title IV-E agencies to claim Federal 

reimbursement for pre-placement and post-placement services 

included as part of the child’s case plan for candidates for foster 

care at 50 percent FFP.  

• A majority of the funds must be used for evidence 

based/informed interventions.  

• This proposal includes a maintenance of effort requirement to 

maintain the current level of state or tribal investment in child 

welfare services.
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Prevention & Permanency

• Reauthorize through FY 2020 the programs under CAPTA, 

including the CAPTA State Grant Program, Child Abuse 

Discretionary activities, and the Community-Based Child Abuse 

Prevention Grants (CBCAP).

8



Services for Youth in Foster Care
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Family-Based & Congregate Care

• Amend title IV-E of the Social Security Act to promote specialized 
family-based care as an alternative to congregate care for children with 
behavioral and mental health needs, and provide oversight when 
congregate care placements are used.  The proposal would: 

– Require title IV-E agencies to justify congregate care as the least 
restrictive foster care placement setting through a documented 
assessment;

– Require a judicial determination at 6 months and every 6 months 
thereafter to confirm that the placement in the congregate facility is 
the best option for meeting the child’s needs and that the child is 
progressing towards readiness for a more family-like setting;

– Provide support for specialized case management using smaller 
caseloads and specialized training so caseworkers can focus on 
supporting family-based care specialized casework;

– Provide specialized training and salaries for foster parents who 
provide a therapeutic environment for a child; and

– Provide title IV-E reimbursement for daily supervision costs for 
children who may need specialized services during the day.
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Older Youth

• Allow a title IV-E agency to use Chafee Foster Care Independence 
Program (CFCIP) funds to serve young people formerly in foster 
care through the age of 23 if:

– The agency has exercised the option in Federal law to provide 
extended title IV-E foster care to all eligible youth  up to age 21 
who meet any of the  education and employment conditions 
identified in Federal law; or

– The agency provides benefits comparable to the title IV-E 
extended foster care program, using state dollars or other 
sources of funding.   

– The proposal also includes a provision to further reduce the 
number of youth who age out of title IV-E foster care by 
eliminating the use of “another planned permanent living 
arrangement” (APPLA) as a permanency goal.
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Medication Oversight

Demonstration to Address the Over-Prescription of 

Psychotropic Drugs for Children in Foster Care

• A five-year ACF demonstration in partnership with CMS beginning in 

FY 2016 to encourage states to implement evidence-based psychosocial 

interventions targeting children and youth in the foster care system. 

• The ACF investment of $250 million over five years would fund 

infrastructure and capacity building, while the Medicaid investment of 

$500 million over five years would provide incentive payments to states 

that demonstrate measured improvement.

• ACF funding for this demonstration would support state infrastructure 

and capacity activities including, but not limited to: Child Welfare 

Workforce, Screening and assessment, Coordination, Training, Fidelity 

Monitoring, Evaluation, Data collection and IT systems.
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Identification & Prevention of Human 

Trafficking
Increase Funding for CAPTA Discretionary Grants to Provide 
Services to Human Trafficking Victims 

• Provide $15 million in increased funding under CAPTA for Child Abuse 
Discretionary Funds:

• Prevention grants would focus on developing strategies to 1) identify 
children and youth in care that may be at risk of becoming trafficking 
victims, and 2) prevent those children and youth in becoming victims of 
trafficking.

• Service focused grants would focus on providing comprehensive 
services to children and youth who have already been trafficked and are 
in the care of the child welfare system.

• Specific amounts would be reserved for evaluating grantees and building 
capacity of the child welfare field, the establishment of a five-year 
National Advisory Committee on the Trafficking of Children and Youth, 
and data collection and research on the prevalence of human trafficking 
in the U.S.
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Special Populations
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Infants & Toddlers

Reauthorize, Modify, and Re-name the Abandoned Infants 
Assistance Act to “Protecting Abandoned and At Risk Infants 
and Toddlers”

• Reauthorize, modify, and rename the Abandoned Infants 
Assistance Act program to the “Protecting Abandoned and At 
Risk Infants and Toddlers.”

• The modified program will better address the specific needs of 
infants, toddlers, and their families that come to the attention of, 
or are at risk of coming to the attention of child welfare agencies 
today, and not only “abandoned infants” and young children with 
HIV/AIDS, and support the development of evidence based 
interventions that can safely prevent entry into out-of-home care 
as well as interventions that meet the unique needs of infants and 
toddlers who do enter care. 
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Support for Tribes

Enhanced “Start-Up” funding for Tribes to Implement 

Title IV-E Programs

• Allow Indian tribes, tribal organizations or consortia that are 

approved to operate a title IV-E program to apply for “start-up” 

funding to assist with implementation of the program. 

• Start-up funding would consist of time-limited enhanced FFP for 

administration and training, and  a temporary waiver of cost 

allocation requirements.  
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Support for Tribes

Promoting Safe and Stable Families Tribal Proposal

• Increase funding under title IV-B, subpart 2 (Promoting Safe and 

Stable Families) by $20 million to support tribes in building their child 

welfare programs and staffing capacity;
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Support for Rural Areas

Promoting Safe and Stable Families Rural Proposal

• Increase funding under title IV-B, subpart 2 (Promoting Safe and 

Stable Families) by $7 million to assist states in building capacity to 

provide the array of services needed to meet the needs of families in 

the child welfare system in rural areas.

• $3 million for technical assistance, training and evaluation to support 

both rural and tribal initiatives. 
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