
Appendix A 
 

Key Federal Partners in Addressing Family and Youth Homelessness 
 
The Administration for Children and Families 
The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) oversees more than 60 programs in 19 
offices with a budget of more than $53 billion. ACF has responsibility for a broad array of 
programs supporting low-income children, families, and communities, including but not limited 
to Head Start, Child Care, child welfare, child support, Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families, refugee assistance, domestic violence, runaway and homeless youth, trafficking 
unaccompanied children, and others. One major cross-cutting priority of ACF has been to 
support efforts to end family and youth homelessness. ACF works closely with Housing and 
Urban Development, the Department of Education, and the United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, and other federal partners towards this goal. An overview of ACF’s work to 
address family homelessness and help families quickly access services and safe and stable 
housing can be found here. 
 
Family and Youth Services Bureau 
The Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB) is the sister office to the Children’s Bureau in 
the Administration on Children, Youth, and Families.  A primary focus of FYSB is the funding 
of community-based programs directed towards runaway and homeless youth.  Programs 
include: street outreach programs; basic center programs for youth under the age of 18; and 
transitional living programs, including maternity group homes.  The Children’s Bureau works 
closely with this office to support a meaningful collaboration between the two programs that can 
support youth in foster care and youth who have runaway.  A critical part of this work is the 
information sharing on best practices in the provision of housing for transition-aged youth. 
FYSB also operates the Family Violence Prevention and Services Program.  The link between 
domestic violence, child welfare, and homelessness is well documented.  Domestic violence 
providers are an important community partner in child welfare and homelessness. The Children’s 
Bureau urges child welfare agencies to be informed about the programs, services and supports 
funded by FYSB programs. 
 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) - Office of Regional Operations 
ACF, an operating division of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, promotes the 
economic and social well-being of families, children, individuals and communities with funding, 
strategic partnerships, guidance, training and technical assistance.  ACF is comprised of 19 
offices, including program offices such as the Children’s Bureau and FYSB, and also the Office 
of Regional Operations, which represents 10 regional offices around the country.  ACF’s 
regional offices include Regional Program Managers and staff working on specific ACF 
programs (such as the Children’s Bureau’s Child Welfare Regional Program Managers) and also 
a Regional Administrator and staff who focus on cross-cutting and special initiatives with the 
states, territories, tribes and grantees in their region.  The Office of Regional Operations has 
made a commitment to further the goals of ending family and youth homelessness by working 
across programs within the ACF Region to further information sharing and highlight promising 
practices.  The Children’s Bureau urges child welfare agencies to learn about and engage in the 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/blog/2016/07/supporting-families-to-end-homelessness
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/family-violence-prevention-services
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/oro
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/oro


efforts of the Office of Regional Operations to link services relating to homelessness across 
programs. 
 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) – Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Early Childhood Development 
ACF’s Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood Development is the focal 
point within HHS for early childhood health and development at the Federal level. The Office 
provides oversight to two of the largest federal programs – Head Start and Child Care including 
the new Early Head Start – Child Care Partnerships. The Office also co-administers the 
Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program (MIECHV) with Health 
Resources Services Administration (HRSA) including important Tribal efforts. Ensuring the 
well-being of our youngest children is essential to the work of ACF and is especially urgent 
when considering the vulnerability of young children experiencing homelessness. Several federal 
policies and programs are in place to strengthen the ability of early care and education (ECE) 
providers to serve young children experiencing homelessness. A resource for collaboration 
among housing early childhood and child welfare is the newly released Joint Policy Statement on 
Meeting the Needs of Families with Young Children Experiencing and At Risk of Homelessness.  
 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) – Office of Family Assistance 
The Office of Family Assistance (OFA) administers federal grant programs that foster family 
economic security and stability, including the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program and the Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (Tribal TANF) program, 
Native Employment Works, Healthy Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood grants, Health 
Profession Opportunity Grants, and Tribal TANF-Child Welfare Coordination grants.  OFA’s 
work on family homelessness is focused primarily on the TANF block grant program to states, 
territories, and tribes.  OFA encourages TANF jurisdictions to consider the implementation of 
interventions that connect families to permanent housing with coordinated supportive services, 
and released an Information Memorandum in 2013 to provide guidance on allowable uses of 
TANF funds to address and prevent family homelessness.  OFA also released Enhancing Family 
Stability:  A Guide for Assessing Housing Status and Coordinating with Local Homelessness 
Programs for TANF Agencies in 2016 to help state TANF agencies recognize the important role 
they have in identifying and serving families experiencing homelessness and families at risk of 
homelessness, and to help them better assess for homelessness and housing instability and 
formulate cohesive strategies with homelessness providers and systems. 
 
The U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness 
The U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) is the Federal agency tasked with 
coordinating and leading the federal response to homelessness.  Opening Doors, the current 
federal strategic plan to prevent and end homelessness, was issued in 2010 and guides the work 
of USICH and its 19 Council member agencies. The plan currently sets ambitious goals to 
prevent and end homelessness among all populations including families, youth and children. 
Since the development of the plan, the Children’s Bureau has worked to implement strategies in 
child welfare to reduce homelessness among families and youth, including the funding of child 
welfare-specific grants to develop supportive housing strategies and efforts to end homelessness 
among families with child welfare system involvement and also to prevent homelessness for 
youth aging out of foster care.  The work lead by USICH provides a comprehensive and 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/interagency-projects/ece-services-for-homeless-children
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/interagency-projects/ece-services-for-homeless-children
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/resource/tanf-acf-im-2013-01
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/resource/enhancing-family-stability
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/resource/enhancing-family-stability
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/resource/enhancing-family-stability
https://www.usich.gov/
https://www.usich.gov/opening-doors


coordinated view across all Federal agencies, including resources and funding streams on 
services and supports for families and youth experiencing homelessness.  Information on the 
USICH Regional Coordinator assigned to your state as well as information on your state 
interagency council on homelessness is available here.   Multiple technical resources are 
available online to support the work of ending youth and family homelessness at the state and 
local level. 
 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
HUD is the Federal agency responsible for administering the federal funding for housing and 
other housing-related services.  Consistent with the goals of Opening Doors, ending 
homelessness is a key agency-wide priority.      
 
HUD Local Offices 
HUD is organized in 10 Regions. Each Region is managed by a Regional Administrator, who 
also oversees the Regional Office. Each Field Office within a Region is managed by a Field 
Office Director, who reports to the Regional Administrator. Contact information on the local 
HUD office for each community is available here. 
 
Public Housing Authorities (PHAs)  
Public Housing Authorities are the agencies responsible for the management and operation of 
local and regional public housing programs. They are independent local agencies that are funded 
by HUD.  They may also operate other types of housing programs that are not usually considered 
public housing. The local public housing authority will be able to provide information on public 
housing assistance or specific information about public housing programs such as housing choice 
vouchers in your area. A list of the local PHAs is available here. 
 
Homeless Assistance Programs (ESG and CoCs) 
HUD operates two programs specific to homelessness, the Continuum of Care (CoC) Program 
and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) program. The CoC program is designed to create 
local Continuums of Care (also called CoCs) to promote communitywide commitment to the 
goal of ending homelessness, provide funding for efforts to quickly rehouse homeless individuals 
and families, and promote access to “mainstream” programs (i.e., those not specifically targeted 
to homeless populations).    Every community across the country is part of a local CoC that acts 
as a planning body to coordinate services and local funding related to homeless youth, families 
and individuals.  For more information, contact your local CoC. A list of local CoCs is available 
here.  The ESG program is a formula grant to communities for homelessness assistance and 
homelessness prevention activities. The ESG program is designed to help communities fund 
activities like providing emergency shelter, rapid rehousing, and street outreach. A list of local 
ESG grantees is available here.  
 
The work between the HHS and HUD continues to be a critical link in understanding the 
resources, supports, and opportunities to collaborate at the Federal level which in turn facilitate 
local and state collaborations.  
 

https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/map/%23fn%5B%5D=1400&fn%5B%5D=3100&fn%5B%5D=6300&fn%5B%5D=10400&fn%5B%5D=13200
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/localoffices/regions
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/field_policy_mgt/localoffices
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
https://www.hudexchange.info/grantees/?programid=3&searchText=&stateId=
https://www.hudexchange.info/grantees/

